102     THE MEMOIRS OF COUNT WITTE
Port Arthur in order to protect China from the Germans
and that we would leave as soon as the Germans had left.
At first the Chinese were reassured and offered their serv-
ices to supply coal for our warships.
In the meantime parties of engineers began to arrive in
Manchuria, By March, 1898, the preliminary investiga-
tion was so far advanced that it was possible to draft con-
struction plans. The Eastern Chinese Railroad was de-
signed exclusively for cultural and peaceful purposes, but
jingoist adventurers turned it into a means of political
aggression involving the violation of treaties, the breaking
of freely given promises and the disregard of the elementary
interests of other nationalities.
Oa the ist of January, 1898, General Alexey Nikolaie-
vich Kuropatkin was appointed Director of the Ministry
of War, supplanting Vannovski.   I hoped that the new War
Minister would adopt my policy and that we would with-
draw from Port Arthur.   My hope was vain.   At a confer-
ence under the presidency of Grank Duke Alexey Alex-
androvich, called in order to determine the demand made
upon China, the General showed himself entirely opposed
to my views.   The demands upon China, he said, were to
include not alone the cession of Port Arthur and Ta-lieng-
wan, but also that part of the Liao-tung peninsula which
is known as the Kwantung Province.   This he considered
to be a strategic necessity*   The conference drafted a set
of demands in this aggressive spirit.   It provided for the
lease of the Kwantung Peninsula to Russia for 36 years,
without any compensation to China, and also the construc-
tion of a branch linking them with the Trans-Siberian.
Shortly afterwards I asked His Majesty to set me free
from my ministerial office, in view of rny disagreement with
the Far-Eastern policy of the Government. His Majesty
refused to comply with my request. He pointed out to rue
that he had implicit confidence in my abilities as Minister